ATTORNEY'S DOCKET 
019937.0521 (A-2271) 



PATENT APPLICATION 



10 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A method for forming a composite structure, the method comprising: 
applying a primer to a surface of a tool; 

applying a coating to the primer; 

curing the primer and coating applied to the tool; and 

forming the composite structure on the tool. 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein the tool is a metalUc material. 

3. The method of Claim 1 wherein the tool is a composite material. 

4. The method of Claim 1 wherein the primer is a powdered primer. 

5. The method of Claim 1 wherein the primer is a nylon powder primer. 

6. The method of Claim 1 wherein the coating is a powdered fluorinated 
organic compound. 

7. The method of Claim 1 wherein at least one of the applying steps 
comprises electrostatic powder spraying. 

8. The method of Claim 1 wherein the forming step comprises placing the 
tool in an oven and heating the oven. 

9. The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of cleaning the 
surface of the tool with a solvent before applying the primer. 

10. The method of Claim 9 wherein the solvent is an isopropyl alcohol. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of coupling tape to 
a peripheral portion of the surface before applying the primer. 
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12. The method of Claim 3, further comprising the step of applying a 
surfactant solution to the surface before applying the primer. 
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13. A method for forming a composite structure, the method comprising: 
cleaning a surface of a tool, the surface having a peripheral portion; 
covering the peripheral portion; 

applying a primer to the uncovered portion of the surface; 
5 applying a coating to the primer; 

curing the primer and coating apphed to the tool; and 
forming the composite structure on the tool. 

14. The method of Claim 13 wherein the tool is a steel mold for forming 
10 composite structures. 

15. The method of Claim 13 wherein the tool is a composite mold for 
forming composite structures. 

15 16. The method of Claim 1 3 wherein the primer is a powdered primer. 

17. The method of Claim 13 wherein the primer is a nylon powder primer. 

18. The method of Claim 13 wherein the coating is a powdered fluorinated 
20 organic compound. 

19. The method of Claim 13 wherein at least one of the applying steps 
comprises electrostatic powder spraying. 

25 20. The method of Claim 13 wherein the forming step comprises placing 

the tool in an oven and heating the oven to at least 450 degrees Fahrenheit. 

21. The method of Claim 13 wherein the cleaning step comprises applying 
a solvent to the surface of the tool. 

30 

22. The method of Claim 21 wherein the solvent is an isopropyl alcohol. 
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23. The method of Claim 13 wherein the covering step comprises coupling 
masking tape to the peripheral portion of the surface. 
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24. The method of Claim 15, further comprising the step of applying a 
surfactant solution to the surface after cleaning the surface of the tool. 



